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In The Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows: 
I -9 (cancelled) 

10 (new) A Screw cap, for containers with a threaded neck that are designed to hold drinks 
containing CO2, said screw cap having a head plate, a roughly cylindrical cap shell with internal 
thread, an essentially cylindrical imier sealing web extending from the head plate with a 
continuous amiular region projecting radially outwards and an outer, essentially cylindrical 
sealing web concentrically surromiding the imier sealing web , the maximum external radius of 
the imier sealing web and the minimum internal mdius of the outer sealing web differing so as to 
form a concentric intermediate space in the form of an amiular intermediate space between the 
inner and outer sealing webs for receiving an upper region of a bottle neck in the amiular 
intermediate space while permitting contact of both the imier and outer sealing webs with the 
upper portion of the threaded neck wherein limiting structures are provided for limiting an axial 
depth by which the neck penetrates the amiul« intermediate space between the imier and outer 
sealing web. 

11. (new) The screw cap of claim 10 where the maximum external radius of the imier 
sealing web and the minimmn internal radius of the outer sealing web differ by less than 2 mm 
and the imier and outer sealing webs are specifically designed to accommodate the upper region 
of the bottle neck in the intermediate space formed between them. 

12. (new) The screw cap of claim 11 where the maxunum external radius of the imier 
sealing web and the minimum internal radius of the outer sealing web differ by less than 1 mm. 

13. (new) The screw cap according to claim 10, where the structures for limiting the depth 
by which the neck penetrates the amiular intermediate space comprise limiting webs extending 
axially into the intermediate space from a base of the intermediate space . 



3 



Attorney Docket No.WSP233US 
U.S. Patent Application No 
PCT Appl. PCT/DE2003/003169 
Date: March 21, 2005 

14. (new) The screw cap according to claim 13 wherein the limiting webs have an axial 
height of between 0.3 and 2 mm. 

15. (new) The screw cap according to claim 13 wherein the limiting webs have a width 
(measured in peripheral direction) of 0.5 to 3 mm. 

16. (new) The screw cap according to claim 13 wherein the limiting webs are distributed at 
roughly equal angular distances along the annular intermediate space. 

17. (new) The screw cap according to claim 13, wherein six webs are provided at angular 
distances of approximately 60° along the annular intermediate space. 

18. (new) The screw cap according to claim 10 wherein the limiting structures comprise a 
continuous annular bead provided radially outside the outer sealing web, which annular bead has 
a stop surface that acts as a stop preventing movement of the outer sealing web so that the outer 
sealing web acts to limit penetration of the neck into the annular intermediate space, the stop 
surface of the bead having an axial distance from the base of the intermediate space which is 0.3 
to 2 mm bigger than the axial distance of an upper thread edge of a threaded neck of the bottle 
from the upper rim surface of the threaded neck of a bottle for which the screw cap is provided. 

19. (new) A screw cap according to claim 10 wherein a wall thickness of the head plate is 
smaller in a region of the intermediate space than in a region radially inside the inner sealing 
web. 

20. (new) A screw cap according to claim 19 wherein a wall thickness of the cap base in a 
region of the intermediate space is 5 to 15% smaller than a wall thickness of the cap base in the 
region immediately radially inside the inner sealing web. 



4 



